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HT Lucknow

Teaching in Nalanda to begin by
September, says Amartya Sen

Vanita Srivastava

= Vanita.shrivastava@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Teaching in two
schools of Nalanda University
will begin by September this
year and the student applica-
tion process should begin by
April, university chancellor
Amartya Sen has said.

“We expect that teaching
will begin by the beginning
of September this year, with
the students coming in by the
end of August. Nalanda will
offer post-graduate education
of the highest international
quality. In the first year there
will be teaching in two schools:

the school for historical stud-
ies and the school for ecology
and environment studies,”
Sen told Hindustan Times in
an interview.

“The student application
process should go live most
probably by April. The ini-
tial batch of students will be
treated as ‘Nalanda pioneers’
and they will not have to pay
the full fees as set out by the
university. They will pay a
reduced amount which will
be announced when the forms
for admissions go live. We are
right now sorting out financial
possibilities that are open to
us,” he added.

We will offer more subjects
and we plan to have four schools
functioning by the beginning of
the third year, that is August-
September 2016, he said.

Sen said the university had
received around 500 applica-
tions from prospective candi-
dates. “Some of the applicants
are excellent. Over 70 of them
are from abroad, in fact around
15% of total applications. We
will recruit the best possible
faculty: the selection process
will be guided by the academic
qualifications of the candidates
as well as the fit between their
expertise and the focus areas
of our two schools.”

[IT-BHU's techno-management fest — Technex'14 commences

TNN | Mar 8, 2014, 12.23PM IST

VARANASI: The three-day 75th edition of Technex'14, the techno-management gala of the Indian Institute of
Technology, Banaras Hindu University ( IIT-BHU), began at Swatantrata Bhawan on Friday.

About 1,700 students from more than 135 colleges of different parts of the country are participating in the festival.
Various activities like Android-based Robotics competition, model-exhibition, and guest lecturers of leading experts

would be held during the three-day event.

Besides, programmes related to social issues like child labour, mock parliament, short-movie making competition would

also be held during the fest.
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Country has to create opportunity for young minds: Pallam Raju

Special Correspondent

Union Minister for Human Resource Development M M. Pallam REaju being felicitated by the management of Andhra Loyola College e Hise
during the Diamond Jubilee celebrations in Vijayawada on Saturday. Former Vijayawada MP Lagadapati Rajagopal is also seen.

‘Private sector firms and other institutions should work in this direction’

By 2025, India would have the largest and youngest working population and it is time to create the right opportunity
for them. And apart from the government, private sector firms and other institutions should work in this direction by
providing the right facility for the development of the skill sets, said the Minister for Human Resources and
Development M.M. Pallam Raju. He was delivering the chief guest's message at the diamond jubilee celebration of
Andhra Lovola College here on Saturday.

According to Mr. Pallam Raju, the Right to Education Act that was implemented in 2010 has placed over 25 crore
children in schools. “In the last 10 vears the government has launched various programmes for development of primary
school and high school level of education and it has embarked on an ambitious project called RUSA (Rashtriva
Uchchatar Shiksha Abhiyan) for giving fillip to the higher education system,” he said.

He also pointed out that in the last 10 years, the government had initiated 152 new institutions and had increased the
expenditure budget for education many folds. “But along with the numbers, quality should play a key role and for
which both the State government and the institutions have to chip in a big way. It is the responsibility of the State
Higher Education Councils to not only increase the numbers but also enforce quality. As a step towards that direction
we have made accreditation now mandatory,” he said. Appreciating the efforts taken by Andhra Lovola College, he said
that colleges such as ALC should take the lead in setting the barometer for quality.

Earlier, talking about the journey taken by the college, the correspondent of the college Fr. S. Raju said that the college
was initiated in 1954 by its founding principal Fr. Devaiah and has grown to include PG courses over the vears, with ‘4’
grade NAAC accreditation.

The former MP of Vijayawada Lagadapati Rajagopal, Krishna University Vice-Chancellor V. Venkaiah, Principal of the
college Fr. G.A.P. Kishore, Andhra Jesuit Province Provineial Fr. P. Anthony and others present spoke.

A huge contingent of alumni from the ALC Alumni Association, former teachers, present staff members and students
were present. The four wings of the Nation Cadet Corps conducted an impressive march past and the students
enthralled the gathering with a number of traditional, folk and fusion dance performances.
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®Lack of employable engineers haunts India, says experts
Employability key for growth
CFAULTY.  SYSTEM

75% OF EDUCATED YOUTH

DIVYA SRIDHARAN
HYDERABAD, MARCH 9

One of the parameters
to judge the growth of
an economy is by the
number of jobs created
every year. The Indian
IT industry is one of the
fastest growing sectors
of the economy and is
slowly becoming the
benchmark for measur-
ing growth. In a country
with one million engi-
neering graduates pass-
ing out every year, an
unemployment rate of
75% is alarming.

In 2013, IT sector com-
manded 43% of job cre-
ation, the highest
among other sectors in
India. In spite of the
Jobs, the number of

employable students, is .

very low and the Indian
education system is one
of the prime reasons for
this, says Professor
Sanjay G Dhande,
founder and director of
Mahindra Ecole
Centrale. “India’s edu-
cation planning is not
in sync with the popula-
tion and economy.
There are hardly any
quality institutes’ bar-
ring the II'T"s and NIT’s
which only cater to the
cream of students. We
need to invest more into
quality education, for
which the government
has limited resources.”

ARE UNEMPLOYABLE

e of IT sector growing
e rate of employable
rs in India is 25%.

blame the faulty
| of Indian educa-

An educated and
thinking middle class
helps in the growth of a
country. But, the mid-
dle class in India, in
spite of. trying hard,
have a tough time edu-
cating their children.
“We have to educate
our 300 million middle
class members and for
this we need to intro-
duce a concept of stu-
dent loan for under
graduates to facilitate
in the completion of
their graduation.
Something like that will
make students respon-
sible and allow parents
to be more accommo-
dating of the child’s
education,” Mr Dhande
said.

In a bid to bridge the
gap of quality education

and employability,
Mahindra and Ecole
Centrale Paris have
started a new college,
Mahindra. - Ecole
Centrale, which offers a
five-year  integrated
engineering course
along with 32-week
internship in the cho-
sen field of specialisa-
tion. The college in a
bid to up the education
standard is trying to
arrange for student
loans with moratorium
period, which allows
the student to pay back
after graduation.

Our education sector
also produces if not
equal, a higher number
of dropouts every year.
According 0= an
UNICEF report, about
80 million students drop

out without completing
basic schooling. While
some students blame it
on lack of learning
other blame the mini-
mal basic amenities in
schools. Though the
rate has gone down
after implementation of
Right To Education act,
the situation is not com-
forting.

Realising the need to
tap on the unskilled
manpower territory,
few organisations have
made efforts to bridge
the gap by training
young, employable drop
outs and placing them
on job. “Students drop
out of schools and col-
leges due to multitude

rﬁasons But, rggst og

them, . skilled an

ave fo chanfelize their
ent to ‘earn a decent

living, said Ananth
Rao, chairman, Focus
Skillpro.

“We train these chil-
dren for three months
at no cost and place
them on jobs depending
on their interest and
our assesment. The
industry as such is in
dire need of manpow-
er,” Mr.Rao added.

At a time when the
economy is pegged to
grow at 5.6% in 2014-15,
the need for employable
graduates would be
high on the charts of
various IT firms.
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